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Image of the artist
For contemporary post modern painter Sen, life is 
movement, and gestures segregate life from non-life. 
Sen started Gesturism art in Paris where he has lived 
since he was 19 years old. An Indian origin French 
national, his colour palette is Indian, his inspiration is 
France. Sen’s full name is Shombit Sen Gupta. He is 
called Sen in Europe and his painting signature in the 
art world is also Sen. 
 
Sen was born 1954 outside Kolkata in a refugee colony 
his family had to flee to from East Bengal during 
India’s Independence. Living among penniless people 
in a nonpermanent mud house with thatched roof, 
bamboo walls, sans water, sanitation or electricity, 
Sen harboured a contradicting passion. From an 
early age, he was totally enamoured by artisans like 
potters making throwaway tea containers of mud, clay 
modellers creating mud dolls and idols. This inspired 
him to study art in Kolkata although he realised there 
was no livelihood career in art in India then. 
 
Crossing the Ganges from his refugee colony, Sen would 
often visit Chandan Nagar, a former French colony. 
The museum there inspired him to go in search of 
art to Paris, a city that symbolized freedom of artistic 
expression for Sen because he saw that the painting 
style of famous European painters had changed to 
become vibrant on arrival in France. In 1973 he left for 
France with just $8 as he could not afford more. He 
knew no one there. It was luck and destiny that Dr CK 
Pyne, a kind-hearted Indian scientist he approached, 
gave him shelter. 
 
Necessity made him work as a sweeper in a lithographic 
print shop, Atelier Jacques Gourdon near Paris. He 
met great painters of the era here such as Erte, 
Jean Carzou, Alain Bonnefoit and Yves Brayer who 
empathetically supported him in his artistic approach. 
They would even buy some of Sen’s works to help him 
live his passion. Immersing his creative energy in all 
current artistic pursuits and modern art, Sen’s talent as 
a painter was soon exposed to the the public through 
Parisian galleries.  

Sen’s education remained incomplete at Kolkata’s 
Government College of Art & Craft, and in Paris at 
Ecole Nationale Superieure des Beaux-Arts and Ecole 
Superieure d’Arts Graphiques Penninghen, because 
he lacked funds and lacked time away from livelihood 
pursuits. He is the creator and soul of Gesturism art, a 
provocation that attempts to do away with mediocrity, 
indolence and scepticism that threaten our societies 
today. He transcended Gesturism into a scrambled 
installation painting format which has mutliple canvases 
with one theme. Its unique feature is that viewers can 
be invited to unscramble the painting wearing gloves. 
This art carries infinite gestures of a central theme. 

Sen & Gesturism Art
Clement Berges  
Curator at Galerie BOA, Paris, Sen’s official gallery

Sen draws his creative force, joy of life and hope 
from his ongoing exchange with his environment. His 
paintings witness a relentless pursuit of truth, a truth 
that springs from the universals of light, colour, gestures 
and matter that he plays with.

Since the inception of his artistic search, the gesture 
is to Sen an instrument that descrambles an earlier 
world. What cannot be translated into words he 
makes manifest through his gestures. So his paintings 
become the very expression of his inner life where 
he intimates the gesture with a bare rigor that is 
devoid of any superficiality. All his paintings come 
from this deep intuition that is steady, persistent and 
free in expression. Gesturism is his re-cognition way 
of environmental exchanges he has always pursued, 
never given up. The message of his pictorial and 
spiritual adventure has not finished, it is ongoing and 
overflowing with life.



Magic of colours, poetry 
of gestures
Alberto Moioli 
Curator, Art critic and the Director of Enciclopedia d’Arte 
Italiana, Art Advisor ArtAffinity

Sen (Shombit Sengupta) is a painter who stirred my 
deepest emotions with excitement. His extraordinary 
humanity arising from his heart is made visible both 
through his sincere eyes and in his paintings, which 
naturally continue his “artistic gestures.”

Indian soul, France in his eyes, poetry in his 
heart: this is Sen.
His magic alchemy comes from the perfect blending of 
India’s exceptional spiritual treasures with the artistic 
cultural richness that Sen breathed in Paris. This is 
further strengthened by Sen’s innate sensitivity at the 
junction point where every gesture creates poetry 
bringing great harmony that fascinatingly shines 
throughout all his paintings.

“Colour is a power which directly influences the 
soul,” wrote Russian painter and art theorist, Wassily 
Kandinsky, in Concerning the Spiritual in Art. He 
continued: “Colour is the keyboard, the eyes are the 
hammers, the soul is the piano with many strings. 
The artist is the hand that plays, touching one key or 
another purposively, to cause vibrations in the soul.”

Similarly, Sen manages to quiver the strings of man’s 
inner being thereby creating profoundly harmonious 
sensations of psycho-physical well-being. Once you 
watch his paintings, you can continue to “feel” them 
inside you for a long while with your eyes closed.

Sen’s paintings inflame imagination and 
touch the heart
Each colour plays a role with precise meaning within 
his pictorial fabric. Each detail is managed with great 
care and sensibility thus entering the observer’s heart, 
the way it happens for instance when you watch Sen’s 
Homage to Millet’s Angelus.

Sen’s interpretation of The Last Supper (“Leonardo 
Labyrinth”) participates with a contemporary perspective 
into a key event narrated in evangelical Gospels. Since 
ancient times this has been dealt with by Giotto, Andrea 
del Castagno, Tintoretto, Bouts, Domenico Ghirlandaio, 
Signorelli, Duerer and many others, including  
Leonardo da Vinci.
At Museo Arte e Scienza Sen presents a painting which 
converses with Leonardo’s masterpiece, re-interpreting 
his famous Supper with a skillful and challenging de-
composition in 24 canvases. The viewers can thereby 
re-compose the 24 fragments to approach Sen’s poetic 
painting through interaction, and so enchantingly enter 
Leonardo’s contemplative labyrinth.

Alberto Moioli and Sen
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Go to website http://www.sen-art.com/Zig-zag-painting-puzzle.php to unscramble the painting which then puts you in touch with the artist.
Go to website http://www.sen-art.com/Sardinian-Rhapsody-puzzle.php 
to unscramble the painting which then puts you in touch with the artist.

Man-Woman Connect  
This is a scrambled, viewer-interactive Gesturism 
installation painting. It has one theme with multiple 
gestures.

Painting description: This painting depicts a man 
and woman with movement in multiple colours. It can 
be unscrambled in several ways to visualise multiple 
gestures of the painting’s central theme. The white lines 
in the canvases can be connected to see the original 
theme of Man-Woman Connect created by Sen. These 
are also 6 standalone paintings. 

Uniqueness: The painting’s uniqueness is that it is 
viewer friendly and interactive. Viewers can, using 
gloves, physically turn the canvases around 360 degrees 
to recreate different gestures on the same theme.

Display system: The 6-canvas painting comes with 
a custom-made wooden frame that has to be fixed on 
a wall. Each canvas has a magnetic system which fits, 
with 360 degree rotation, into any of the six windows of 
the frame from any side. 

Sardinian Rhapsody  
This is a scrambled, view-interactive Gesturism 
installation painting. It has one theme with multiple 
gestures. 
 
Painting intingdescription: Sardinian Rhapsody 
contemporarizes history and captures the island’s 
4000- year-old wild olive tree and the granite graveyard 
Pascaredda that’s older than the Iron Age Vedic 
Civilization. Mingling through this past are the colourful 
shoes of today’s youngsters. It can be unscrambled in 
several ways to visualise multiple gestures of the central 
theme of Sardinian Rhapsody. The white and coloured 
lines in the 21 canvases can be connected to see the 
original theme created by Sen. These are also 21 
standalone paintings. 
 
Uniqueness: The painting’s uniqueness is that it is 
viewer friendly and interactive. Viewers can, using 
gloves, physically turn the canvases around 360 degrees 
to recreate different gestures on the same theme. 
 
Display system: The 21-canvas painting comes with 
a custom-made wooden frame that has to be fixed on 
a wall. Each canvas has a magnetic system which fits, 
with 360 degree rotation, into any of the six windows of 
the frame from any side.
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Man-Woman Connect - 2008 
Acrylic on canvas, 50 x 300 cm  
with 6 canvas of 50 x 50 cm Layout of the 6 canvases in the painting

Layout of the 21 canvases in the painting

Sardinian Rhapsody - 2015 
Acrylic on canvas, 181x77 cm  
with 21 canvases of 24x24 cm each



Leonardo Labyrinth 
This is a scrambled, viewer-interactive 
Gesturism installation painting. It has 
one theme with multiple gestures.

Painting description: Leonardo 
Labyrinth shows how, since Leonardo 
da Vinci painted The Last Supper 
in the 15th century, Christianity 
has segregated into multiple ways 
of worship with different rituals by 
its believers in different countries 
across the world. The painting can be 
unscrambled in several ways to visualise 
multiple gestures of its central theme. 
The white and coloured lines in the 
canvases can be connected to see the 
original theme created by Sen. These 
are also 24 standalone paintings.

Uniqueness: The painting’s uniqueness 
is that it is viewer friendly and 
interactive. Viewers can, using gloves, 
physically turn the canvases around 360 
degrees to recreate different gestures 
on the same theme.

Display system: The 24-canvas 
painting comes with a custom-made 
wooden frame that has to be fixed on 
a wall. Each canvas has a magnetic 
system which fits, with 360 degree 
rotation, into any of the six windows of 
the frame from any side.
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Leonardo Labyrinth - 2015
Acrylic on canvas, 4x1.5 m with 24 canvases of 50x50 cm each

Layout of the 24 canvases in the painting



Renaissance Melody  
This is a scrambled, viewer-interactive Gesturism 
installation painting. It has one theme with multiple 
gestures.

Painting description: Renaissance Melody is about 
the period when Leonardo da Vinci sketched the 
crossbar in his Codex Atlanticus and the Duomo of Milan 
was beginning construction, set in today’s context when 
young people entertain visitors in colourful gear in front 
of the cathedral. The painting can be unscrambled in 
several ways to visualise multiple gestures of its central 
theme. The white and coloured lines in the canvases 
can be connected to see the original theme created by 
Sen. These are also 18 standalone paintings.

Uniqueness: The painting’s uniqueness is that it is 
viewer friendly and interactive. Viewers can, using 
gloves, physically turn the canvases around 360 degrees 
to recreate different gestures on the same theme.

Display system: The 18-canvas painting comes with 
a custom-made wooden frame that has to be fixed on 
a wall. Each canvas has a magnetic system which fits, 
with 360 degree rotation, into any of the six windows of 
the frame from any side.

Macomer Era  
This is a scrambled, viewer-interactive Gesturism 
installation painting. It has one theme with multiple 
gestures. 

Painting description: Macomer Era depicts the 
necro stone of an old civilization in Sardinia aligning 
with an image of man’s forefather. The painting can 
be unscrambled in several ways to visualise multiple 
gestures of the central theme. The white and coloured 
lines in the canvases can be connected to see the 
original theme created by Sen. These are also 18 
standalone paintings. 

Uniqueness: The painting’s uniqueness is that it is 
viewer friendly and interactive. Viewers can, using 
gloves, physically turn the canvases around 360 degrees 
to recreate different gestures on the same theme. 

Display system: The 18-canvas painting comes with 
a custom-made wooden frame that has to be fixed on 
a wall. Each canvas has a magnetic system which fits, 
with 360 degree rotation, into any of the six windows of 
the frame from any side.
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Renaissance Melody - 2015 
Acrylic on canvas, 143x76 cm  
with 18 canvases of 20x20 cm each

Layout of the 18 canvases in the painting

Macomer Era - 2015 
Acrylic on canvas, 143x76 cm  
with 18 canvases of 20x20 cm each

Layout of the 18 canvases in the painting



Lété á Giverny  
This is a scrambled, view-interactive Gesturism 
installation painting. It has one theme with multiple 
gestures.

Painting description: Lété á Giverny depicts 
summertime in the garden and pond of painter Claude 
Monet at Giverny. This painting can be unscrambled in 
several ways to visualise multiple gestures of its central 
theme. The white and coloured lines in the 6 canvases 
can be connected to see the original theme created by 
Sen. These are also 6 standalone paintings.

Uniqueness:The painting’s uniqueness is that it is 
viewer friendly and interactive. Viewers can, using 
gloves, physically turn the canvases around 360 degrees 
to recreate different gestures on the same theme. 

Display system: The 6-canvas painting comes with 
a custom-made wooden frame that has to be fixed on 
a wall. Each canvas has a magnetic system which fits, 
with 360 degree rotation, into any of the six windows of 
the frame from any side. 

Go to website http://www.sen-art.com/Lete-a-Giverny-puzzle.php 
to unscramble the painting which then puts you in touch with the artist.
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Lété à Giverny - 2015
Acrylic on canvas, 71x85 cm
with 6 canvases of 36x28 cm each

Layout of the 6 canvases in the painting


