
 

 

   

Biography of the artist 
SEN is a contemporary artist-painter who created 
Gesturism art in continuity of post modern art. What 
is Gesturism? Sen believes nothing can be better 
than freedom of artistic expression. Gesturism is 
irregular deliberate strokes that have expressions of 
being unprompted, vibrant breathing, unique 
ideology, dynamic, endless purity, psychedelic 
waves,  shock  of  difference,  fearless.  Sen’s  colour  
palette is Indian, the country of his birth, his 
inspiration is France where he migrated to in 1973, 
and has since become a French national.  
Gesturism art: Sen started experimentation with 
Gesturism art since 1994 in Paris applying different 
types of media like painting, charcoal drawing, water 
colour and pencil drawing.  
He  believes  a  painter’s  painting  is  a  weapon  to  establish  an  ideology  for  tomorrow.  To arrive at Gesturism, Sen had to 
immerse himself totally in the departure of Western European modern art movements since 1870. All the schools of art 
from Impressionism to Expressionism, Cubism, Dadaism, Surrealism, Abstract to Pop Art, Minimalism to Neo-
Expressionism  are  embedded  in  his  mind’s  eye.  From  that  long  and  deep  soak  into  the  various  significant  art  ideologies,  
Sen figured out a place for himself in Gesturism. Modern art has proved that ideology from a painting can go much 
beyond a canvas. The idea that the painting generates beyond the canvas is critical because it brings in the shock of the 
difference that sustains in society. Sen continues with varied Gesturism artistic expressions as his art ideology.  
Solo exhibitions: Sen’s  first  solo  public  art  exhibition  was  at  Indian  Tourism  Board,  Paris  in  1974.  Since  then  he’s  had  
several solo exhibitions in Paris including at Musée de l'affiche, Rue du Paradis in 1993, Polaris Gallery in 1994 and 
Hotel  Carlton  in  Cannes,  south  of  France  in  1989.  In  Kolkata  he’s  thrice  had  one-man shows at Academy of Fine Arts in 
1980, 1982 and 1991; also at Gallery 88 in 1991, Oberoi Grand Hotel in 1992 and the Information Centre in 1999. In 
Mumbai his one-man show was at Jamaat Art Gallery in 1998.  
Creative pause: 2000 - 2014: Sen paused from participating in exhibitions. In search of a new painting expression, he 
was intensely exploring for a vision to transcend post modern art. He consolidated this in a style he calls "Gesturism art," 
which he had started experimenting with since 1994. Through this period Sen continued to vigorously paint while private 
collectors and art lovers came to his atelier to enrich their collections. Sen is now experiencing Gesturism art as an 
ideology to carry into different cultures throughout the world. 
Group exhibitions: He took part in the Tokyo International Art Fair in May 2015. Aside from exhibitions, private art 
collectors  often  visit  Sen’s  atelier for adding to their collection. Sen is scheduled to participate at the International Art 
Expo exhibition in Ca' Zanardi, Venice, Italy and at the International Fine Art Masters in historic Castle Hubertendorf in 
Austria, both in September 2015. In October 2015 he will be exhibiting at the International Art Fair in Carrousel du 
Louvre, Paris, while in April 2016 he will have a solo exhibition in Barbizon, France in arrangement with Maison-Atelier 
de Jean-Francois Millet Museum.  
Early life: Born in 1954, Sen was raised in an impermanent refugee camp called Sohidnagar in Kachrapara town, 60 
kms from Kolkata. This colony, set up for refugees from East Pakistan (Bangladesh), had shanty homes of bamboo 
walls, mud floor, thatched roof, no electricity, no sanitation, no drinking water. From this poverty stricken environment, 
Sen yearned for escape into artistic freedom of imagination from an early age. He shocked his refugee colony 
neighborhood  by  enrolling  to  study  art:  Kolkata’s  Indian  College  of  Arts  in  1969, then Government College of Arts & 
Crafts, Kolkata from 1970-73.  

Genre: Post modern Gesturism Art  
French national (of Indian origin) 
French inspiration with Indian colours 

Sen's atelier in Bangalore, India 



 

 

Sen’s  ambition  became  audacious  on  discovering  that  the  painting  canvas  of  artists  from  different  countries  totally  
transformed when they arrived in France.  He hugely admired the works done in France of Vincent van Gogh of the 
Netherlands, Marc Chagall of Russia, Pablo Picasso and Salvadore Dali of Spain. He became impatient to go for France 
in  search  of  art.  His  mother  sold  her  gold  wedding  bangles,  bought  him  Air  India’s  “youth  fare”  ticket, and with just $8 in 
his pocket, he left for Paris in November 1973. He knew nobody except the name of Bengali scientist Dr Pyne in Paris. 
From  the  airport  telephone  directory  he  tracked  Dr  Pyne’s  address,  landed  at  his  office  with  his  art  portfolio, and started 
breathlessly explaining his dreams. Luckily for Sen, Dr CK Pyne was a kindhearted risk-taker. They met for the first time, 
but Pyne gave him shelter for two months.  
Survival in Paris: Initial money crunch in France and no immigration papers made  Sen  do  a  sweeper’s  job  in  Atelier  
Gourdon, a lithographic printshop in Cachan outside Paris. Here he met world famous painters Erte, Leonor Fini, Alain 
Bonnefoit, Jean Carzou, Yves Brayer among others who mentored him. Sen hungrily learnt diverse imaginative 
metaphors and techniques of art application from the renowned artists while serving them in making their lithographs. 
Respecting  Sen’s  art  and  life  situation,  they  would  buy  his  paintings,  encouraging  him  to  develop  his  style  and  painting  
philosophy. To learn Western European art, Sen got accepted to study in two prestigious Paris institutions, Ecole 
Nationale Superieure des Beaux-Arts from 1974 – 76  and  Academie  Julian  (Ecole  Superieure  d’Arts  Graphiques,  
Penninghen) from 1975 – 77.   
Unfortunately, Atelier Gourdon closed in 1977, leaving Sen bereft of money. Multiple survival problems stared at him, 
how to earn to support his wife and newborn son in Paris and his parents in India, how to secure his French immigration 
papers, where to live. In such tough times he could not finish his study in Ecole des Beaux-Arts and Academie Julian. An 
acquaintance of a renowned artist he met at Atelier Gourdon told him of a new advertising firm Patrick Navarre (Please 
see  Mr  Navarre’s  article  below)  was  opening.  Without any experience of commercial art, Sen nevertheless went to find a 
job at the ad firm where hiring an Indian was unheard of then, and without papers, implausible. Sen impressed the 
proprietor  with  his  fine  art  skills.  Thus  began  Sen’s  pursuit  of  commercial art activities for livelihood earnings. 
For livelihood earning: Sen has since become a globally acclaimed designer in brand and industrial design. He has 
been highly sought after by various global corporations because of which he has had to travel throughout the world to 
work on hundreds of industrial designs and brands. To illustrate, one of his artistic designs, among others, was for Remy 
Martin, an expensive liquor glass bottle that has his signature engraved in it. The inspiration for this was a Middle Ages 
temple. Throughout this commercial design period Sen has continued full-fledged with his painting, and displaying his art 
to private art collectors. 
Pseudonym: His artistic painting signature is Sen, his full name is Shombit Sen Gupta. People in the world of art and in 
Western society where he grew into adulthood call him Sen. His website is www.sen-art.com 

Another facet of Sen as a designer 
Sen is a fine art trained artist painter from his early age in Kolkata. He had to enter the applied art domain in Paris 1977 
to earn his livelihood. He introduced extreme disruption with strong brand and product design ideas he called "Emotional 
Surplus strategy." This brought sustaining commercial success to the multiple global brands he worked with. Actually he 
implanted his canvas inside the corporate world. Whereas the purpose and objective of his product designs were 
diametrically different from his painting, brought a certain form of modern art into his design. Emotional Surplus is the 
culmination and blend of 3 attributes: Rational (product quality, which is non-visible), Functional (how the product 
benefit  resolves  the  consumer’s  usage  purpose)  and  Emotive  (look,  touch  and  feel  of  the  product’s  physical  appearance). 

Let’s  take  one  of  Sen’s  disruptive  design  examples, among others, that’s  consumed  by  developed  countries  consumers  in  
their daily life. 

Branding of Activia of Danone: Bifidus actif is a bacterial agent that helps clean the intestinal digestive track. This 
Pasteur Institute formula was available to everybody, so all dairy brands in the 1980s entered this market to create a new 
generation yoghurt. Sen took a totally different route to create Bio of Danone, making it Activia in 2000 for  Danone’s  
global market. With breakthrough green colour when the entire yoghurt market was coded white, his design had a simple 
inner  corridor  and  a  simple  message  “Beauty  comes  from  within.” This was a generic product, but this breakthrough 
design has become the reference of the dairy industry throughout the world. Today Activia brand makes 3.5 billion Euros 
with high profitability.  

 
 
 
Contact: Renee Jhala  Contact in Italy: Sen is officially represented by: 
+919845209568 Dr. Giorgio De Roni France: Galerie BOA, 11 rue d'Artois, 75008 Paris.  
renee.senpainting@gmail.com  deroni.giorgio@gmail.com India: ICIA Gallery, 22/26, K. Dubhash Marg,  
Visit www.sen-art.com   Kala Ghoda, Mumbai - 400 023. 


